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to Sicily and Sardinia. Next he summoned the nuns
out of their convents, accused them of the vilest crimes,
and submitted them to the most miserable indigni-
ties. Further, he caused them to be hung up without
clothes, with weights to their feet, and to be tortured
with red-hot irons in various parts of the body, in order
to make them admit the charges he brought against
them. His next measure was the wholesale cruelty of
banishing a number of bishops, priests, deacons, and
others, as many as four thousand nine hundred and
sixty-one,* to the desert. He began by assembling
them in the two towns of Sicca and Laribus; and
in one or other of these places Victor, who has pre-
served the history of the transaction, saw them. His
account is too horrible to be translated. They had been
shut up, how long does not appear, in a small prison,
and when Victor entered he sank up to his knees in the
filth pf the place. At length they set forth for the
desert, with their faces and clothes in this defiled con-
dition, chaunting the words, " Such glory have all His
saints.** They journeyed chiefly by night, on account
of the heat of the days; when they flagged, their
conductors goaded them and pelted them, or if this
did not quicken them, they tied them by the feet?
and dragged them after them along the rocky road's.-

g The number is given differently; Gibbon says four thousand1
and ninety-six j Fleury four thousand nine hundred and sixty-
six ; that in the text is as it stands in the Bibl. Patn Pat,
1624.